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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 03 
September 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's arguments with respect to 
claims 1 , 2, 5-1 0 and 1 2-1 6 are persuasive. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 10,18 and 1 9 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. These claims 
recite that the circuit board is a flexible circuit board, however the claims from which 
they depend already require that the circuit board be flexible. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kondou etal. (US 5,021,888). 

[claim 17] 

Regarding claim 17, Kondou discloses an image sensing and processing unit 
comprising: a signal processing device (Figure 5, Items 13); an image sensing deice 
stacked on and electrically connected to the signal processing device (Figure 5, Item 
10); and a circuit board including a first flexible circuit board electrically connected to the 
signal processing device (Figure 5, Item 32) and a second flexible circuit board 
electrically connected to the image sensing device (Figure 5, Item 31). 
[claims 18 and 19] 

Regarding claims 18 and 19, note that the first circuit board is a flexible circuit 

board. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 , 2, 5-1 0 and 1 2-1 6 are allowed, 
[claims 1,2, 5-10 and 12-16] 
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7. Regarding claims 1 , 2, 5-1 0 are 1 2-1 6 the prior art does not teach or fairly 
suggest a camera module as claimed wherein a first flexible circuit board is electrically 
connected to the signal processing device and a second flexible circuit board is 
connected to the image sensing device. While the use of flexible circuit boards for 
connecting image processing and image sensing devices is known in the art, the use of 
a first and second flexible circuit board as claimed is not taught or suggested. 

8. As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 11-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Timothy J Henn/ 

Examiner, Temporary Full Signatory Authority, Art Unit 2622 



